


Overview 

DraftSight Enterprise provides advanced CAD tools and functionalities tailored for 
organizations with multiple users. This detailed guide walks you through the entire process 
of installing and configuring DraftSight Enterprise in a corporate setting, covering aspects 
such as network licensing, user management, and deployment strategies. 

Step 1: Environment Preparation 

System Requirements Verification 

• Ensure that all systems meet the minimum hardware (CPU, RAM, storage) and
software (OS version, .NET framework) requirements specified by draftsight.co.za

• Confirm reliable network connectivity to facilitate seamless license management and
software deployment.

Download Required Installation Files 

• Download the latest DraftSight Enterprise installation files from draftsight.co.za
• Download the SolidNetWork License (SNL) Manager installation package from

draftsight.co.za

Step 2: SolidNetWork License (SNL) Manager Installation 

Server Selection 

• Choose a dedicated server with a static IP address to host the SNL Manager. Ensure
this server is consistently accessible by all DraftSight users on the network.

SNL Manager Installation 

• Execute the SNL Manager installer on the chosen server.
• Follow the installation wizard steps, accepting the license agreement and selecting

the installation directory.



• Specify the communication port number (default is 25734) and ensure firewall
settings allow traffic through this port.

License Activation 

• Launch the SNL Manager after installation.
• Navigate to ‘Modify’ and input your DraftSight Enterprise license key.
• Follow the prompts to activate the license online, ensuring an active internet

connection.



Step 3: SNL Manager Configuration 

Adding License Files 

• If managing multiple license files, use the ‘Reactivate’ option in the SNL Manager to
add them sequentially.

• Options File Configuration (Optional but Recommended) – Creating an Options file
allows the administrator to manage license borrowing, user access and usage
reporting directly from the SNL Manager.

Starting the License Service 

• In the SNL Manager interface, click ‘Start’ to initiate the license service.
• Verify the server status to ensure it is operational and licenses are correctly loaded.

Step 4: DraftSight Enterprise Installation on User Machines 



Manual Installation 

• Execute the DraftSight Enterprise installer on each user machine.
• During installation, select the ‘Network License’ option when prompted.
• Enter the IP address or hostname of the server hosting the SNL Manager and the

port number configured earlier.
• Complete the installation by following the wizard steps.

Automated Deployment 

• Use your preferred deployment tool to push the DraftSight Enterprise installation to
all user machines.

• Ensure the deployment script includes parameters for network licensing setup.

Step 5: User Management and Configuration 

User Management Setup 

• Establish user accounts and assign permissions as per organizational needs using
the options file and SNL Manager.

• Use DraftSight’s network license features to regulate access and monitor usage
efficiently.



DraftSight Settings Customization 

• Configure default templates, tool palettes, and workspace settings according to
organizational standards.

• Set up network paths for shared resources such as block libraries, custom scripts,
and CAD standards.

• These customizations can be saved under “Profiles” within DraftSight.

Step 6: Ongoing Monitoring and Maintenance 

License Usage Monitoring 



• Regularly review the SNL Manager for license usage.
• Adjust the options file as needed to optimize license allocation.

Software Updates 

• Maintain DraftSight Enterprise and the SNL Manager with the latest updates and
patches to ensure optimal performance and security.

• Schedule software updates during off-peak hours to minimize disruptions.
• Installation files for the latest DraftSight Service packs are available on

draftsightsa.co.za

Regular Backups 

• Implement a routine backup strategy for the SNL Manager configuration and license
files.

• Ensure that user data and custom settings are backed up regularly to mitigate data
loss risks.

Conclusion 

Installing and configuring DraftSight Enterprise in a corporate environment demands 
meticulous planning and execution. By adhering to this comprehensive guide, you can 
achieve a seamless deployment, efficient license management, and establish a robust CAD 
infrastructure for your organization.  
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