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Introduction

Are you considering DraftSight for your CAD needs but unsure whether to opt for DraftSight
Professional or DraftSight Premium? The choice between these two powerful versions can
significantly impact your productivity and workflow. This article provides a detailed
comparison of DraftSight Professional and DraftSight Premium, highlighting the key
differences in features, capabilities, and pricing. By the end of this guide, you'll have a
clearer understanding of which version suits your needs and business requirements best.

Background

DraftSight, developed by Dassault Systémes, is a leading CAD software solution known for
its robust features and user-friendly interface. It caters to a wide range of users, from
hobbyists and small businesses to large enterprises. DraftSight offers multiple versions,
including Professional and Premium, each tailored to different user needs. Understanding
the differences between these versions is crucial for making an informed decision that aligns
with your specific requirements and budget.

Feature Set
DraftSight Professional:

e 2D Design and Drafting: Provides comprehensive 2D design tools.

e Customizable Interface: Allows for a personalized workspace.

e API Access: Supports automation and customization through APls.

¢ Network License Support: Ideal for teams needing shared licensing.

DraftSight Premium:

o All Professional Features: Includes everything in DraftSight Professional.
¢ 3D Modelling: Offers advanced 3D design and modelling tools.
¢ Dynamic Block Support: Enhances drawing flexibility and productivity.

Essential Tools Professional Premium

Drawing Tools

Modify Tools

Layer, Block, Group, Print
Pasting to Active Layer

Layer Preview

Spline editing with Fit and Control Vertices
Hatch fill and Gradient
Discarding Duplicate Entities
Quick Modify

Insert Centrelines

View Navigator

X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X X X

Capabilities



DraftSight Professional is perfect for users focused primarily on 2D drafting, needing
efficient and powerful tools without the complexity of 3D features. It's suitable for small to
medium-sized businesses, freelance CAD professionals, and educational institutions that
require high-quality 2D design capabilities.

DraftSight Premium, on the other hand, is designed for users who need both 2D and 3D
capabilities. It's ideal for industries like architecture, engineering, and construction, where
complex design and modelling tasks are common. The added features provide enhanced
productivity, making it a great fit for larger enterprises and design firms with more demanding
needs.

Productivity Tools Professional Premium
Toolbox X X
Design Resources Library
Batch Printing
Tool Palettes
Merge Layer
Draw Compare
Pattern
Auto Dimension and Dimension Arrangement
Dimension Palette
Mass Properties Calculations
Quick Input Methods
Using Formulas in Table Cells
Viewport Layer Freezing
Block Attribute Manager
G-Code Generator
Power Trim
Image Tracer
Pack and Go
Publish to DWF Format
Create & Edit Custom Blocks
Sheet Set Manager
3D Tools
Constraints

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Interoperability Tools
Dynamic Blocks Viewing X
Dynamic Blocks Editing
Auto/Visual LISP Import
Data Link - Excel to DraftSight
PDF Underlay
DGN Import/ Convert & Underlay
CATIA Drawing Import
PDF Import

X X X X X
X X X X X X X X

Customization Tools
Application Programming Interface (API)
SVG Scalable Icons of HD Displays
Dark Mode
Macro Recording

X X X X
X X X X

Pricing



While pricing varies based on licensing options and geographical location, DraftSight
Professional is generally more affordable than DraftSight Premium. The additional cost of
Premium is justified by the advanced 3D capabilities and extensive feature set, which offer
significant value for users requiring these tools.

Recommendations

¢ When deciding between DraftSight Professional and DraftSight Premium, consider
the following:

o Assess Your Needs: Determine whether your work primarily involves 2D drafting or
if you require advanced 3D modelling tools.

o Evaluate Your Budget: Consider the cost difference and decide if the additional
features in Premium justify the investment for your business.

e Think Long-Term: If you anticipate needing 3D capabilities in the future, investing in
DraftSight Premium may save you from needing to upgrade later.

Conclusion

Choosing between DraftSight Professional and DraftSight Premium depends on your
specific needs and business requirements. DraftSight Professional offers robust 2D drafting
tools ideal for small to medium-sized businesses and freelance professionals. DraftSight
Premium provides advanced 3D modelling features and additional tools, making it suitable
for larger enterprises and complex design tasks. Assess your needs, evaluate your budget,
and think long-term to make the best choice for your CAD software investment. Whether you
choose Professional or Premium, DraftSight ensures powerful, flexible, and scalable
solutions to enhance your design workflow.
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