


Introduction 

Have you ever faced the challenge of scaling your software licenses to meet fluctuating 
project demands or seasonal workflows? For many businesses, adapting to changing needs 
without incurring unnecessary costs is a constant struggle. This is where term licenses come 
into play, offering a flexible and scalable solution for CAD software management. In this 
article, we'll explore how DraftSight's term licenses can benefit businesses, particularly those 
with variable project demands. 

Background 

Term licenses are subscription-based licenses that allow businesses to use software for a 
specified period. Unlike perpetual licenses, which involve a one-time purchase and are valid 
indefinitely, term licenses provide access to software for a limited time, often with options to 
renew. This model has become increasingly popular in the CAD software industry due to its 
flexibility and cost-effectiveness. 

Historically, businesses had to purchase perpetual licenses, which required significant 
upfront investment and often resulted in unused licenses during periods of low demand. With 
the advent of term licenses, companies can now align their software usage with their project 
timelines, optimizing costs and resources. 

Flexibility in Resource Allocation 

Term licenses allow businesses to adjust the number of software seats based on current 
project needs. For instance, a construction company working on a major infrastructure 
project may need additional CAD licenses for six months. With term licenses, they can 
temporarily increase their DraftSight subscriptions and scale back once the project is 
complete. 

Think of a construction company launching a six-month project to create a new urban bridge. 
During the three-month design phase, they need an extra 15 DraftSight licenses to manage 
the increased workload for their engineers and designers. After this phase, as the project 
transitions to construction, the requirement for CAD software decreases. The company can 
then reduce the number of licenses to the baseline needed for ongoing tasks and minor 
projects. This flexibility prevents them from overpaying for unused licenses, thereby 
optimizing both cost and resource allocation. 

Cost-Effective Solution 

Term licenses can be more economical than perpetual licenses, particularly for businesses 
with fluctuating workloads. By paying for licenses only when needed, companies can 
manage their budgets more effectively. 

Consider a tech startup developing wearable technology. During the initial four to six months 
of product development, they need additional DraftSight licenses for complex design work. 
As they transition to the testing and refinement phase, their CAD software needs diminish. 
By adopting term licenses, the startup can increase licenses during the peak development 
phase and reduce them during testing, allowing them to allocate funds to other critical needs 
such as marketing and user research. This cost-effective strategy helps the startup maintain 
financial flexibility and adapt to changing project demands. 

Simplified License Management 



Managing term licenses is straightforward, with options to easily add or remove seats as 
needed. This reduces administrative overhead and ensures that businesses are always 
compliant with licensing agreements. 

An architectural firm working on multiple short-term projects can dynamically adjust their 
DraftSight licenses. Suppose the firm takes on three new projects, each requiring intensive 
CAD work for a period of two months. By securing additional term licenses, the firm can 
ensure that all architects and designers have the necessary tools to work on these projects. 
As each project reaches its completion, the firm can reduce the number of licenses, aligning 
with the decrease in CAD work. Additionally, DraftSight's centralized license management 
system simplifies the tracking and adjustment of licenses, allowing IT administrators to 
quickly respond to changes in project demands. This agility ensures that the firm is not 
overburdened with managing unused licenses or facing delays due to licensing shortages, 
ultimately enhancing operational efficiency. 

Recommendations 

To maximize the benefits of term licenses, businesses should: 

• Assess Project Timelines: Evaluate upcoming projects and estimate the required
number of licenses for each phase. Detailed planning helps in identifying peak
periods of CAD usage and arranging necessary term licenses in advance.

• Plan for Peak Periods: Identify periods of high activity, such as major project
launches or seasonal design rushes, and arrange for additional term licenses to
ensure that all team members are equipped to handle the workload efficiently.

• Monitor Usage: Regularly review license usage to ensure optimal allocation and
adjust as needed. Implementing software usage tracking tools can provide insights
into how licenses are being utilized, helping in making informed decisions about
scaling up or down.

Conclusion 

Term licenses offer a powerful solution for businesses seeking flexibility and scalability in 
their CAD software usage. By aligning software resources with project demands, companies 
can reduce costs, improve efficiency, and adapt to changing workflows seamlessly. If your 
business faces variable project demands or seasonal workflows, consider exploring 
DraftSight's term licenses to enhance your operational agility. Embrace the future of 
scalable CAD software and transform the way you manage your design resources today. 
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